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without pastors. For five years no priests were ordained3 for
the seminaries of all the dioceses closed down. Priest-reservists
were called back from the missions of Asia and Africa. Priests
and clerics served with devoted courage and many rose to high
rank, but many more were killed in action or crippled for life.
Only the older priests were left in their parishes, and many
died or were invalided during the war years. After the war it
was impossible to supply priests for hundreds of parishes, and
some are to this day without pastors. It was a more lasting
loss to the Catholics of France than the destruction of the
churches.

It is a widespread popular delusion that peace came to the
world with the armistice of the nth November 1918, or at
latest with the treaties of the following summer. But the world
conflict of 1914-18 was immediately fruitful in many wars,
several of which were direct local continuations of the great
'war to end all war5. The governments of the Western Allies took
a direct part in or indirectly promoted some of these sequels to
the war, while their envoys at Versailles were laying down the
plan for an international League of Peace.

There has as yet been no attempt to give the reading public
any full account of these wars. At the time the press of England
and the Continent took note only of some sensational incidents.,
for the 'World War3 was over, the nations were making peace,
and there was little public interest in the minor wars of the time,
though there were moments when the world's interests were
involved and great armies were at times in conflict in a vast
region extending from eastern Asia to the border lands of
central Europe.

There had been hopes of a time when the force of law would
supersede the force of arms, but armed force often set in action
by partisan groups of individuals or the dominant men in this
or that government., with scant reference to any popular or
constitutional mandate, kept the war fires ablaze.

Till the end of September 1919 British naval, military, and
air forces were active in northern Russia in the White Sea
region and far up the northern Dvina river. Their later acti-